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“I CAN BE A STRONG ADVOCATE FOR THE PEOPLE IN MY REGION.
I’M EXCITED TO REPRESENT THE AREA WHERE I GREW UP.”

 — KRISTA MEYER, DISTRICT 6 —

If you were going to begin a sales job that 
relied on your ability to build trust and 

strong customer relationships, a starting date 
in early March of 2020 would not have been 
good timing. But then Krista Meyer not only 
likes a good challenge, she embraces them. 
 This agronomist-turned-energy sales 
and marketing representative for Heartland 
Cooperative’s eastern Iowa region took on 
her new responsibilities just as Covid-19 
was rearing its ugly head. “Pretty much 
everything shut down,” recalls Krista. 
“People weren’t coming into locations 
and I didn’t feel comfortable going out 
to people’s farms, and so I tried to build 
relationships over the phone.” She admits 
it was challenging, but she’s one to see the 
silver lining in difficult situations. “Because 
of Covid, more people were at home when I 
called and they were willing to talk because 
they weren’t getting out as often and enjoyed 
the interaction.”

From agronomy to energy sales

 Her love of agriculture stemmed from 
growing up near her grandparents’ row crop 
and dairy farm near Stanwood, 32 miles 
east of Cedar Rapids. It was the main reason 
she decided to enter the agricultural transfer 
program at Kirkwood Community College 
after high school. She then transferred to 
Iowa State University, receiving a bachelor’s 
degree in agricultural studies with a double 
minor in agronomy and animal science. In 
2016 she interned with Heartland Co-op as 
an agronomy sales intern. She then took a 
job as an agronomist with another company. 
 Three years later she was ready for a 
new challenge. “I enjoy talking to people, 
building relationships and benefiting them 
in any way possible,” says Krista. “This 
position at Heartland was more sales-focused 
and one-on-one with customers. I was ready 

for something more in my career and so I 
reached out, was hired, and here I am.”
 To familiarize herself with marketing 
Heartland’s propane, refined fuels, oil and 
lubricant products and services she engaged 
in online product specification training 
and turned to mentors like Nick Hyde, the 
department’s director. “It’s definitely been a 
learning curve,” she says. 
“I’m still learning…but I 
like to challenge myself.”

Representing home 
territory on 
IPGA board

 The opportunity to 
continuously improve is the 
main reason she agreed to 
serve as the new District 
6 director for the Iowa 
Propane Gas Association 
(IPGA). “It seemed like 
a great opportunity to get 
involved in the propane 
industry, gain more 
knowledge and bring my 
insights from out in the 
field back to the board,” explains Krista. “I 
can be a strong advocate for the people in 
my region. I’m excited to represent the area 
where I grew up.”
 Living today in Cedar Rapids, she remains 
close to her home and sales territory. It also 
means she’s only a half-hour drive away 
from Elle, her 12-year-old barrel-racing 
quarter horse. “I grew up with horses—
showed them and rodeoed,” says Krista. “I 
still try to rodeo in my spare time.” She’s 
had Elle for three years, enough time to get 
a good feel for the horse. “She is good but 
she’s got an attitude,” Krista says with a 
laugh. And then there’s Fynn, a one-year-old 
miniature dachshund. “She is a ball of fire,” 

says Krista. “She has so much energy. She 
pretty much goes with me everywhere—
except work.”
 If Krista credits anyone for her drive to 
successfully take on challenges—whether 
it’s calling on potential new customers, 
learning a new industry in the midst of a 
pandemic, maneuvering a horse in the rodeo 
ring or serving on the IPGA board—it would 
be her mother. “My parents divorced when 
I was young,” she explains. “I’ve lived 
with my Mom and watched her do it on 
her own. She instilled the drive in me and I 
think that’s where a lot of my strength and 
independence comes from.”  It might even 
give her the edge she needs to keep up with 
Fynn.
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